
Definitions of Abuser Registry terms: 
 
"Abuse" means all of the following: 
 
      (1) The use of physical force that can reasonably be expected to result in physical 
harm or serious physical harm; 
      (2) Sexual abuse; 
      (3) Verbal abuse. 
 
"Misappropriation" means depriving, defrauding, or otherwise obtaining the real or 
personal property of an individual by any means prohibited by the Revised Code, including 
violations of Chapter 2911. or 2913. of the Revised Code. 
 
"Neglect" means, when there is a duty to do so, failing to provide an individual with any 
treatment, care, goods, or services that are necessary to maintain the health and safety of 
the individual. 
 
"Physical harm to persons" means any injury, illness, or other physiological 
impairment, regardless of its gravity or duration  
 
"Serious physical harm to persons " means any of the following: 
      (a) Any mental illness or condition of such gravity as would normally require 
hospitalization or prolonged psychiatric treatment; 
      (b) Any physical harm that carries a substantial risk of death; 
      (c) Any physical harm that involves some permanent incapacity, whether partial or 
total, or that involves some temporary, substantial incapacity; 
      (d) Any physical harm that involves some permanent disfigurement or that involves 
some temporary, serious disfigurement; 
      (e) Any physical harm that involves acute pain of such duration as to result in 
substantial suffering or that involves any degree of prolonged or intractable pain. 
 
"Sexual abuse" means unlawful sexual conduct or sexual contact. 
 
“Sexual conduct” means vaginal intercourse between a male and female; anal 
intercourse, fellatio, and cunnilingus between persons regardless of sex; and, without 
privilege to do so, the insertion, however slight, of any part of the body or any instrument, 
apparatus, or other object into the vaginal or anal opening of another. Penetration, 
however slight, is sufficient to complete vaginal or anal intercourse. 
 
“Sexual contact” means any touching of an erogenous zone of another, including without 
limitation the thigh, genitals, buttock, pubic region, or, if the person is a female, a breast, 
for the purpose of sexually arousing or gratifying either person. 
 
"Verbal abuse" means purposely using words to threaten, coerce, intimidate, harass, or 
humiliate an individual. 

*** 
 

"Risk" means a significant possibility, as contrasted with a remote possibility, that a 
certain result may occur or that certain circumstances may exist. 
 
"Substantial risk" means a strong possibility, as contrasted with a remote or significant 
possibility, that a certain result may occur or that certain circumstances may exist. 
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A person acts negligently when, because of a substantial lapse from due care, he fails to 
perceive or avoid a risk that his conduct may cause a certain result or may be of a certain 
nature. A person is negligent with respect to circumstances when, because of a substantial 
lapse from due care, he fails to perceive or avoid a risk that such circumstances may 
exist. 
 
A person acts recklessly when, with heedless indifference to the consequences, he 
perversely disregards a known risk that his conduct is likely to cause a certain result or is 
likely to be of a certain nature. A person is reckless with respect to circumstances when, 
with heedless indifference to the consequences, he perversely disregards a known risk 
that such circumstances are likely to exist. 
 
A person acts knowingly, regardless of his purpose, when he is aware that his conduct 
will probably cause a certain result or will probably be of a certain nature. A person has 
knowledge of circumstances when he is aware that such circumstances probably exist. 
 

*** 
 

Abuser Registry Offenses. To place someone’s name on the Abuser Registry we must 
have clear and convincing evidence that the PPI has committed one of the following 
offenses: 
 
(i) Misappropriated property of one or more individuals with mental retardation or a 
developmental disability that has a value, either separately or taken together, of one 
hundred dollars or more; 
 
 (ii) Misappropriated property of an individual with mental retardation or a developmental 
disability that is designed to be used as a check, draft, negotiable instrument, credit card, 
charge card, or device for initiating an electronic fund transfer at a point of sale terminal, 
automated teller machine, or cash dispensing machine; 
 
 (iii) Knowingly abused such an individual; 
 
 (iv) Recklessly abused or neglected such an individual, with resulting physical harm; 
 
  (v) Negligently abused or neglected such an individual, with resulting serious physical 
harm; 
 
 (vi) Recklessly neglected such an individual, creating a substantial risk of serious physical 
harm; 
 
 (vii) Engaged in sexual conduct or had sexual contact with an individual with mental 
retardation or another developmental disability who was not the MR/DD employee's 
spouse and for whom the MR/DD employee was employed or under a contract to provide 
care; 
 
 (viii) Unreasonably failed to make a report pursuant to division (C) of section 5123.61 of 
the Revised Code when the employee knew or should have known that the failure would 
result in a substantial risk of harm to an individual with mental retardation or a 
developmental disability. 


